Cancer in The Netherlands. From scenarios to health policy.
Future scenarios on cancer in The Netherlands were made with the help of existing trends, demographic changes and expected developments in cancer research, prevention, screening and treatment. Until the year 2000, cancer incidence will probably increase by 1.5% per year, by nearly 3% per year and the need for health care facilities accordingly. Upon the request of Parliament, the Dutch government used this information to formulate a long-term cancer control policy. Faced with a restricted budget and a growing demand for care, the government plans to increase its efforts in the areas of prevention and screening and to improve the efficiency of cancer care. More attention will be paid to the quality of life of those patients who cannot be cured. Support for cancer research will be maintained at its present level.